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Introduction
This Stibich genealogy is dedicated to my mother, Mildred Stibich McMullen, and her

brothers and sisters, who never knew their family.

Much information was found on the internet.  However, special thanks are due to John
Palka of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, a distant cousin, who supplied much of the detailed
information, and to Ruth McMullen VanderPlas, who acted as genealogical assistant.

The information in this notebook is confined to John Adam Stibich, his journey from
Germany, and his descendants in the United States.  Included is a brief history of the family,
followed by relevant documents and an ancestry chart.  Although there are variations in the
spellings of names and dates, the information is correct as far as I have been able to determine.

Eleanor McMullen Blumenschein
Green Valley, Arizona

January 2003
Revised October 2008

German Gasthaus



1The surname has been spelled many ways, Stebich, Stebick, Stibich and possibly
Stippich or Steppich.  Death records for Adam Stibich spells the name Stiebig, and some of
Joseph Stibich’s Civil War Records are under the name of Stibig.

2From information provided by John Palka.
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Adam John Stibich and Margaret Fisher

Adam John Stibich,1 born in Germany in 1799, was a farmer and also a bodyguard to
King Ludwig I of Bavaria.  He and his family are believed to be from Hordt in West Bavaria,
Germany, a detached section of Bavaria.  He and his wife, Margaret Fisher, born 1801-02, left
Germany and arrived in America in 1845 with nine children.

They traveled to Bremen, Germany, by an overland route in a wagon, taking two weeks
to make the trip.  At Bremen they took a sail ship, the Bark Philadelphia, with a total of 179
passengers, traveling to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  The youngest son was born on the ship two
weeks before their arrival in Philadelphia.  Taking eight weeks to make the voyage, they arrived
November 17, 1845, with two trunks and two bags.

Leaving Philadelphia, they headed for St. Marys, Pennsylvania.  When they arrived at
Bellefonte, Pennsylvania, they encountered a heavy snowstorm and were compelled to take a
sleigh to their destination.  The sleigh trip took two days, and they arrived at St. Marys two
weeks before Christmas.

St. Marys was a colony of Bavaria and suffered a disastrous fire in 1845.  The land had
been purchased in 1842 by the German Union Band Society of Baltimore and Philadelphia.  The
King of Bavaria, as a result of an appeal from St. Marys, send additional funds and settlers,
including Adam Stibich and his family, to help rebuild the town.

Here Adam purchased wooded land in the windfall section of St. Marys for six dollars an
acre and began the clearing and establishment of a new home.  In 1851 Adam became a citizen,
and farmed the property until his death in 1876.

Adam and Margaret had nine children, Barbara, Joseph, Catherine, Anna Mary, Michael,
George, John, Theresa and a boy.2



3The Bark Philadelphia passenger arrival record for Adam John Stibich and family begins
on the second line from the top of the bottom panel.  Listed are Adam, wife Margaret and
children.  The last entry is for the child “2 weeks,” “born on the passage.”  As indicated, they
arrived with two trunks and two bags.

3

Passenger Arrival Records
Bark Philadelphia

Bremen, Germany to Phiºladelphia3

º
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St. Marys Cemetery
St. Marys, Pennsylvania

Records and family history show that Adam John Stibich and Margaret Fisher Stibich are
buried at St. Marys Cemetery, St. Marys, Pennsylvania.  However, no marker or tombstone can
be found.  The only evidence of their burial is in the cemetery records, recorded in German.

Margaret died on Mary 19, 1869, and is listed with the date Mai 18, 1869.

 

  º

Adam John Stibich cemetery record is indicated below on the first line as Joannes
(Johannes) Adam Stiebig.  Johannes is the German equivalent of John, a name commonly given
to all German males.
  
º
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Family Homestead

The Stibich family homestead, established by Adam Stibich, was in the Flower Valley
area near Siecker Road at St. Marys, Pennsylvania.  There they operated a halfway house. 
Michael Stibich remained on the family property and continued the maintenance of the tavern.

The following tells a bit about Michael:

The Stibich Tavern

Mike Stibich had a very popular Tavern in the Windfall area at the crossroads.  Here
many a tired woodsman, played-out hunter or a group of pleasure lovers, out on a binge, could
find a haven.  Good food and music with drinks, dancing, etc., could always be found.  Mike was
a hail-fellow-well-met sort of an individual and had a host of friends among the early Burghers. 
He had a very active mind and was, as the saying went “Full of tricks.”  In a parade or other
setting at some community function Mike could always be counted on for the unusual.  In one of
his stunts he rigged up his one-seater buggy with an extended shaft, that is the shaft extended
about four feet ahead of the horse-where he placed a bale of hay with a sliding apparatus so the

Artist’s rendition of the Stibich Halfway House



4Information from Historical Society of St. Marys and Beitzinger Township.
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hay could be pulled back toward the horse for stopping, or moved ahead so the horse would start
after it and try to eat which kept him going as he would never actually reach the bale of hay. 
When Mike met up with one of his cronies or had some occasion to stop, he simply pulled the
bale of hay back and the horse would stop with a jolt and begin placidly to enjoy the hay.  The
Stibich Tavern was a going concern for many years.4



5Information from Historical Society of St. Marys and Beitzinger Township.
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Family Farm

Pictured above (left to right) are George Stibich, Lawrence Stibich, Irene Stibich Worm,
John Stibich and Fred Stibich.  The picture was taken at the Mike Stibich homestead and farm in
St. Marys, Pennsylvania.5



6From information provided by John Palka; also Biographical and Portrait Cyclopedia of
Cambria County, Pennsylvania.
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Joseph Stibich and Margaret Pfarr
Joseph Stibich, third child of Adam John and Margaret Fisher Stibich, was born in

Texeddern, Bavaria, Germany, and is the direct ancestor of our Stibich line.  Joseph came to the
United States with his parents and remained with them until twenty-one years of age.  He left St.
Marys, Pennsylvania, in 1848 and worked in the mines and furnaces in Clarion County,
Pennsylvania, for five or six years.  He then worked in the rolling mill at Brady’s Bend,
Armstrong County, Pennsylvania, for two years.

In 1854, he went to Johnstown to work for the Cambria Iron Company.  In Johnstown he
embarked upon the mercantile business at Chestnut and 4th in Johnstown.  He also had a store in
Braddock, Pennsylvania for a while.  His residence was at Braddock’s Field.

He married Margaret Pfarr on September 1855, at Johnstown, Pennsylvania, and they had
eight children, Adam John, Joseph, Elizabeth, John, Catherine, Mary, George and William.

At Johnstown he was drafted into the Union Army mustering into the 67th Pennsylvania
Volunteers, Company C, on November 18, 1864, serving under Captain George C. Urwiler.  He
could have paid a bounty to get out of service in the army, but felt that if anything happened to
his replacement, he would have been responsible.

Joseph joined the regiment in the Shenandoah Valley, and transferred with it to
Petersburg, Virginia, at the end of 1864.  He served nine months and participated in many battles
and skirmishes, including the final campaign, was present at Appomattox for Lee’s surrender,
and marched into North Carolina to fight Johnston.  Upon the surrender of Johnston, the
regiment returned to Washington, D.C., and he was mustered out July 14, 1865.

He made a vow that if he survived the Civil War, he would donate all his money to the
Catholic Church.  The church refused his money, but accepted a large painting for St. Mary’s
Church in Johnstown.  The church was destroyed in the 1889 flood, but his daughter, Mary,
found the painting intact and gave it to her sister, Elizabeth, for Mt. St. Mary’s in Pittsburgh.

Just prior to entering the army he had embarked in the mercantile business on a small
scale, and when he came back from the service, devoted his entire attention to it.  The business
grew, and at the time of the flood was worth about $45,000.  He pursued the same line of
business for three years, then sold out and moved to lower Yoder.6



9
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Joseph Stibich
Record of Civil War Service
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Joseph Stibich
Application for Civil War Pension
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Joseph Stibich Obituary
The Daily Tribune, Johnstown, Saturday Evening, May 6, 1905, p4, c4:

THE DEATH ROLL-Joseph Stibich

JOSEPH STIBICH, one of the oldest residents of Cambria City, died at the home of his
son-in-law and daughter Mr. and Mrs. Henry Saly, 318 Chestnut St., 16th Ward, at 10:30 o’clock
last night, in his seventy-ninth year.  The cause of his death was general debility.  His health had
been failing for sometime, but he was able to be about until March 19th, when he took his bed.

Joseph Stibich was born in Germany and was brought to America by his parents in 1845. 
They located in St. Mary’s Elk County, this State, and in 1848 Joseph Stibich went to Clarion
Armstrong County and worked for a while in the furnaces there before coming to Johnstown in
1854, since when he has been a resident of this place.  He began work here in the ore mines &
later in the coal mines & mills.  Shortly before the Rebellion he opened a mercantile house in
Cambria City, which he conducted until 1893, when he disposed of it and moved to his farm in
Lower Yoder Township.

The father of Joseph Stibich passed away in Altoona some forty years ago and his mother
in Elk County about thirty-five years ago.  Two brothers are living-George Stibich, of Akron,
Ohio, and John Stibich, of Braddock.  Mrs. Margaret Pfarr Stibich, wife of Joseph Stibich, to
whom she was married in this city about fifty years ago, died on March 15, 1900.  Joseph Stibich
was the father of Adam Stibich, of 708 Chestnut St., Sister Benedict, of Carrolltown, who is
known in the world as Miss Lizzie Stibich; John L. Stibich, the 15th Ward brewer; Mary, wife of
William M. Simpson, of Patton; Catherine, wife of Henry Saly, at whose home he died, and
William Stibich, of Adam Street.  Two sons George and Joseph, are dead.  The former having
passed away five years ago last February and the latter six years ago last month.  Besides his
children, Mr. Stibich is survived by thirty-five grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.

Joseph Stibich was a veteran of the Civil War.  He served under Capt. George C. Urwiler
in Company C, Sixty-second Regiment, Pennsylvania Volunteers.  Mr. Stibich was a lifelong
member of the German Catholic Church and contributed largely toward the building of the two
churched erected by St. Mary’s congregation in Cambria City, besides aiding in the erection of
churches in other places.  He served as a member of the Church Committee connected with St.
Mary’s congregation some twenty years ago.

The funeral will take place from St. Mary’s Church at 9 o’clock Monday morning, when
a solemn requiem high mass will be said by the Rev. Father John N. Bausch, pastor of the parish,
as celebrant, with the Rev. Father M. Pfell, the assistant, as deacon, and one of the priests from
St. Joseph’s German Catholic Church as subdeacon.  The remains will be laid to rest in Lower
Yoder Cemetery.

Misses Stella and Carrie Stibich, daughters of Mr. and Mrs. John L. Stibich, who are
students at Mt. Aloysius Academy at Cresson, arrived in the city this afternoon to attend the
funeral of their grandfather.
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Margaret Pfarr Stibich Obituary
The Weekly Tribute, Johnstown, Friday, March 16, 1900, page 6, column 2:

MRS. JOSEPH STIBICH died at her home in Lower Yoder Township, a short distance
below Morrellville at 12:30 o’clock yesterday morning.  She had been sick for four months with
stomach trouble, which caused her death.

The deceased was sixty-seven years of age and is survived by her husband and the
following children: John L. and William of Goenner Brewing Company; Adam, of New Haven,
Conn.; Kate, wife of Henry Saly, of the firm of Saly and Lucas; Miss Mary D. Stibich,
bookkeeper for the Goenner Brewing Company, and Sister Benedict, who is in an Allegheny
convent.

Mrs. Stibich was the mother of the late George V. Stibich who was burned to death in a
car on the night of February 19th this year, near the Brownstown Crossing.  Owing to her serious
condition she was never told of her son’s fate.

The funeral will take place from St. Mary’s German Catholic Church Saturday morning. 
Interment will be made in the church cemetery in Lower Yoder Township.

George Stibich Obituary
GEORGE STIBICH’S HORRIBLE FATE.
BURNED TO DEATH IN FREIGHT CAR.  OVERCOME BY CHARCOAL GAS.

GEORGE W. STIBICH, who resided at the corner of Chestnut Street and 6th Avenue, 6th

Ward, met a horrible death, Monday evening, in a box car on which is known as the
McConaughy siding, near the Brownstown Crossing.

He was employed by the Goenner Brewing Company, of which his brother John is a
member and was keeping up a charcoal fire in a car which had been loaded with beer to be
shipped to Benscreek.  It is supposed he was overcome with fumes from the charcoal and in
falling overturned the stoves, setting fire to the car.  When found, Stibich’s body was partly
consumed.

The funeral took place at 9 o’clock Wednesday morning, from St. Mary’s German
Catholic Church, corner of Broad Street and Third Avenue, where a mass of requiem was
conducted by Rev. Father John N. Bausch.  Internment was made in the church cemetery in
Lower Yoder Twp.  Mr. Stibich was a life long member of St. Mary’s congregation.

George W. Stibich was born on Chestnut Street, this city, on May 17, 1870, and was the
son of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Stibich, who reside in Lower Yoder Twp, a short distance below
Morrellville.  His mother who is sixty-eight years of age, is lying at the point of death and on
that account she has not been told of her son’s untimely end.  The deceased was a brother of
Messrs. John L. and William Stibich of Goenner Brewing Company; Adam, of New Haven,
Conn.; Katie, wife of Henry Saly of the firm of Saly & Lucas; Miss Mary Stibich, bookkeeper
for the Goenner Brewing Company, and Sister Benedict, who is in an Allegheny convent.



7U.S. Census 1910
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William Stibich and Eleanor Kiefer
William Stibich, born in April 1874, the youngest child of Joseph and Margaret Stibich,

married Eleanor (Elenora, Elinor) Kiefer (Kifer) June 12, 1900.  Their children were Alphones,
William J., Marie, Joseph, Helene, Mildred and William Edward.  Sons, Alphones, William J.
and William Edward, died at early ages.

William was President of the Patton Brewing Company and was for a long time the head
salesman and collector for the Goenner Brewing Company in Johnstown.

He was a member of St. Joseph’s German Catholic Church, was identified with the
Knights of St. George connected with the church, and was a member of the Johnstown Lodge
No. 175, Benevolent Protective Order of Elks.

In 1910, the children, Marie, Joseph, Helene and Mildred lived with their parents.  Also
part of the household were Mary Kiefer, mother of Eleanor Stibich, and nieces Eloner [possibly
an error because mother is listed as Laura] and Rose Sandmaier.  Rose later cared for the
children at various times after the death of their parents.7

Eleanor Kiefer Stibich, born August 31, 1874, died April 16, 1912, at the age of 37, of
pulmonary tuberculosis.  William died in 1914, at the age of 41, from chronic interstitial
nephritis.

William and Eleanor, along with Alphones, William J. and William Edward, are buried at
St. Joseph’s Cemetery, Geistown, Pennsylvania.
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Marriage Certificate
William V. and Eleanor (Elenora) Kifer Stibich
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The Daily Tribune, Tuesday Evening, April 16, 1912
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Eleanor (Elinor) Kifer
Death Certificate

Eleanor died of tuberculosis in 1912 at the age of 37.
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William V. Stibich Will
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The Daily Tribune, Johnstown (died Sept. 6, 1914)
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William Stibich Death Certificate

William died of kidney disease in 1914 at the age of 40.
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8U.S. Census, 1920
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Children of William and Eleanor Stibich
Three male infant children of William and Eleanor Stibich died in infancy.  After the

death of their parents, Marie, Joseph, Helene and Mildred were cared for by various relatives.

Originally, Helene and Joseph went to the home of Mrs. Henry Saly (Mary Stibich, sister
of William).  Marie went to the St. Joseph Institution, a boarding school.  Mildred was cared for
by Mrs. Edward R. Adams (Rose Kiefer, sister of Eleanor Kiefer).  In 1920 Joseph Stibich, age
13, was at St. John’s Home for Boys, and Helene, age 12,  was with Rose Kifer Adams.8

Marie married  John Crossen, had no children, and lived all her life in Johnstown,
Pennsylvania.  She died in 1968.  Joseph, who never married, settled in Los Angeles, California,
after World War II.  He died in 1966.

Helene married Nevin S. (Jeff) Boyer, lived for a time in New Philadelphia, Ohio, and
other places.  The family relocated to Phoenix, AZ, about 1950.  Helene died there in 1989.  Her
children are Ellen, Harry, Robert and Elizabeth (Betty).

Mildred married Robert McMullen, and they moved to Royal Oak, Michigan, after their
marriage.  The children are Eleanor, Raymond, Ruth, Rita, Walter and Patrick.  Mildred died in
1990.
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Children of
William and Eleanor Stibich
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Probate File
Minor Children of William V. Stibich, Deceased

There are a number of documents in the Orphans’ Court file of William B. Stibich
regarding the accountings for the minor children, Marie, Joseph, Helene and Mildred Stibich. 
The guardian named in the will, John L. Borbonus, resigned after about three years.  A guardian
ad litem was then appointed to look after the affairs of the children.

Apparently there was a problem selling the family home.  After a period of several years
the property was sold for $6,000, quite a sum in those days, and no further accountings appeared
in the file.

The following Account of John L. Borbonus, the guardian, gives you an idea of the costs
at that time.
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The Stibich Children
Later Years

Joseph Stibich

Marie Stibich Crossen

Mildred Stibich McMullenHelene Stibich Boyer
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Joseph Stibich
Mildred Stibich, Betty Boyer

Helene Stibich Boyer
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Ellen Manor Kell
At the age of sixteen, Helene Stibich became pregnant and was living in Pittsburgh. 

Probably at Helene’s request, a nurse friend arranged for the baby’s adoption.  The adoptive
mother was a newly-married 50-year old Presbyterian missionary who spent many years
preaching the gospel in the U.S. southern states.

Helene and her nurse friend met the adoptive mother on a bridge in Pittsburgh and signed
the papers for the adoption.  After Ellen was born, she was taken by the nurse, for whom she was
named, by train to East Liverpool, Ohio, to her parents.

Ellen Manor Kell and Elmer Kell

Elmer Kell and Ellen Manor Kell
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Helene Stibich and Nevin (Jeff) Boyer

Helene Stibich and Nevin (Jeff) Boyer were married on October 20, 1925, in Garrett
County, Maryland.

Jeff worked in Johnstown at Bethlehem Steel and in the coal mines.  The family moved
to New Jersey for a short time.  They were in Philadelphia during the Second World War, and Jeff
worked for Westinghouse.

Their next home was in New Philadelphia, Ohio.  About 1950 they moved to Phoenix,
Arizona, where Jeff worked as a mechanic for a dairy.

Helene and Jeff Boyer
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Marriage Certificate
Nevin (Jeff) Boyer and Helene Stibich
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Remembrances of 
Helene Stibich Boyer and Nevin (Jeff) Boyer
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Children of
Helene and Jeff Boyer

Bob, Harry, Betty Boyer

Bob, Helene, Jeff, Betty Boyer
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E. R. and Rose Kiefer Adams
Mildred Stibich was raised by uncle and aunt, E.R. and Rose Kiefer Adams.  Helene

Stibich also lived with them at various times.  Rose was the sister of Eleanor Kiefer, Mildred and
Helelen’s mother.

Rose and E. R. Adams

Mildred Stibich
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Mildred Stibich and Robert McMullen
Mildred Stibich and Robert McMullen met at the St. Benedict Church annual summer

festival in Geistown, Pennsylvania.  Immediately after their marriage in August 1936, they moved
to Royal Oak, Michigan, where Bob worked for the Blue Goose Bus Company (later Greyhound). 
He was a mechanic and worked for Greyhound until his retirement.

Mildred Stibich and Robert McMullen
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Marriage Certificate
Robert A. McMullen and Mildred Stibich
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Mildred Stibich - Robert McMullen
Wedding
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Obituaries of 
Robert and Mildred Stibich McMullen
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Children of 
Robert and Mildred Stibich McMullen

Eleanor, Raymond, Rita, Ruth
Walter, Patrick (about 1953)

(Back row) Walter McMullen, Jim Blumenschein, Tom VanderPlas, Patrick
McMullen, Wayne McAuley, Raymond McMullen
(Front row) Patricia Quinn McMullen, Eleanor McMullen Blumenschein,
Ruth McMullen VanderPlas, Theresa Soberalski McMullen, Rita McMullen
McAuley (July 2001)


